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Jan. 7: In Miami, several hundred Cuban exiles began collecting signatures for an open letter
to President George Bush urging him to permit renewed military activity against the Cuban
government. The petition drive followed the release of newly declassified documents dating
from the 1962 Cuban missile crisis indicating that President John Kennedy refused to sign a
pact prohibiting US aggression against Cuba in return for the removal of Soviet missiles. Jan. 8:
An Interior Ministry communique broadcast on state-run Radio Havana and the government's
international news service Prensa Latina reported that three Cuban exiles from Miami Eduardo
Diaz Betancourt, Daniel Santovenia Fernandez and Pedro de la Caridad Alvarez Pedroso were
arrested Dec. 29 near Jucaro, Matanzas province (130 km. northeast of Havana). Apprehended a
few hours after disembarking at a small coastal inlet, the three were charged with intent to commit
"terrorist acts." Radio Havana reported that the detainees traveled from Florida's Marathon Key to
a point several miles off the Cuban coast on a yacht. The three men, and an unspecified quantity of
weapons and explosives, were placed aboard a speedboat. The yacht then returned to US territorial
waters. The US State Department requested that the US Interest Section in Cuba investigate the
case. State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said that US law prohibits private persons
from launching military operations against a foreign country from US territory. Jan. 9: According to
a statement by the Cuban Interior Ministry, domestic dissident organizations and the US Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) may have been involved in the incident. The report indicated that the
three men were carrying 41 plastic explosive devices, five smoke bombs, an AKM missile, a submachinegun, two pistols, ammunition and nine cassette tapes containing recorded messages.
The statement said the three had planned assaults against businesses, radio stations, recreation
and transportation centers, movie theaters and "places of public influence...with the objective
of overthrowing the revolution." The US State Department reiterated Washington's "support of
peaceful and democratic change in Cuba," and denied any involvement in the affair. Paul Miller,
spokesperson for the Miami office of the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), said the office is
investigating whether the attempted infiltration by the three Cuban exiles constituted a violation
of US neutrality laws. Relatives of the men arrested in Cuba told reporters that the three had
conducted paramilitary training exercises in the Florida Everglades for two months to prepare
themselves to "liberate Cuba." Jan. 10: Vice president and Armed Forces Minister Raul Castro told
reporters that the three were currently facing trial in extraordinary proceedings of the court for
crimes against state security. Prensa Latina reported that the three had received death sentences,
and will face a firing squad if the Supreme Court and the 31-member Council of State confirm the
lower court's decision. US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher denied any connection
between the men arrested in Cuba and the US government. The three men had residency status, i.e.,
they are not US citizens. Boucher described the Cuban government's accusations of CIA and other
forms of official involvement in the affair as "unacceptable and false." Jan. 11: A statement faxed to
the Miami bureau of the Associated Press claimed the three belonged to a previously unknown antiCastro group called "Rescue." The statement said that if the men are executed, Cuban officials will
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be assassinated and Cuban property abroad destroyed. Jan. 12: Relatives and friends of the three
detainees led a demonstration in Miami's "Little Havana" neighborhood to express solidarity, and
to protest the death sentence. Jan. 14: White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater read a statement
requesting that the Cuban government reconsider the death penalty "in a demonstration of respect
for human life." Fitzwater said the US government was strongly opposed to the activities of the
detainees, but that the death sentence was incompatible with principles of human rights, and the
crime committed. The Cuban-Spanish Association (Madrid), Amnesty International (London), and
National Cuban-American Foundation (Miami) issued statements calling on Havana to reconsider
the death penalty sentence. The Foundation requested that the Cuban exile communitiy "avoid
violent actions that could be counterproductive in the cause of a peaceful change" in Cuba. The
Czechoslovakian Foreign Ministry and Nicaraguan President Violeta Chamorra issued appeals
to the Cuban government to spare the lives of the three men. Jan. 15: During a hearing before the
Supreme Court, the three defendants expressed remorse and claimed they had been trained in the
US with the knowledge of the US government. They admitted intent to commit terrorist activities
in Cuba aimed at creating panic and the appearance of chaos. The testimony was broadcast on
Cuban television, and reported by Prensa Latina. Diaz Betancourt said he had met with members of
Comando L, Alpha 66 and other anti-Castro groups in the US. According to the Prensa Latina report,
the three men carried a datebook containing the names and addresses of dissident organizations in
Cuba. The US State Department and relatives of the condemned men reiterated pleas for leniency.
Havana police sources reported that hundreds of Cubans rallied in front of the Supreme Court
building during the hearing. The demonstrators called for the death penalty. Americas Watch,
a human rights monitor organization based in Washington, called on the Cuban government to
reconsider the death penalty in the case, and criticized the absence of due process evidenced by
the rapid pace of the trial and sentencing procedure. Jan. 16: The Supreme Court confirmed the
death penalties for Diaz Betancourt and Santovenia Fernandez. Alvarez Pedroso, the youngest
of the three, was sentenced to 30 years in prison. US Secretary of State James Baker said, "These
three men were not and the Cuban government knows this in any way connected with the United
States." Baker also reiterated an appeal to spare their lives. Jan. 17: Former Nicaraguan president
Daniel Ortega said he was opposed to the execution of the three Cuban exiles for humanitarian
reasons. However, said Ortega, the issue was internal to Cuba. Ortega added that he would request
that the US relinquish pressure on Cuba before asking President Fidel Castro to commute the
death sentences. Nobel laureate and writer Gabriel Garcia Marquez, a close friend of Castro's,
called on the Cuban president to spare the men's lives. Prensa Latina reported that the Council
of State commuted the death sentence in the case of Santonvenia Fernandez. Santonvenia was
also sentenced to 30 years in prison. The Council confirmed execution by firing squad for Diaz
Betancourt, described as the leader of the "terrorist group." Betancourt left Cuba only nine months
ago. According to Prensa Latina, "He enjoyed the fruits of Cuba's revolution, and then betrayed
it after leaving illegally." Alvarez and Santonvenia Fernandez were portrayed as victims of the
Miami exile community's counterrevolutionary fervor. Jan. 18: Colombian President Cesar Gaviria
said he opposed execution of any of the three exiles. Jan. 20: Shortly after the announcement of
the execution of Diaz Betancourt by the Cuban government's domestic news service, the National
Information Agency (AIN), about 100 exiles rallied in Miami to protest the action. Diaz Betancourt's
death marked the fifth political execution in Cuba since the 1962-1966 period when 26 people were
executed for crimes against the state. Four senior military officers were executed in July 1989 for
involvement in drug trafficking. Jan. 21: US State Department spokesperson Boucher condemned
the execution of Diaz Betancourt. He also criticized the detention of an estimated 60 dissidents and
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human rights activists in Cuba in recent months. Condemnations of the execution were issued
by the governments of Argentina, Spain, Puerto Rico, Russia, Czechoslovakia, Guatemala and
Honduras. Several Cuban exile organizations, including the Pro- Cuban Human Rights Committee
(Miami), the Cuban-Spanish Association (Madrid), and the Cuban Liberal Union (Madrid) sent
protest statements to President Castro. The Moscow-based Russian Committee in Defense of
Human Rights in Cuba also condemned the execution. Jose Antonio Arbesu, head of the Cuban
Interest Section in Washington, said the US government is at least partially responsible for recent
events, since it is legally bound to prevent use of US territory for launching such activities. (Sources:
Inter Press Service, 01/08/92; Notimex, 01/16/92; Prensa Latina, 01/08/92, 01/10/92, 01/16/92,
01/17/92; Associated Press, 01/08/92, 01/11/92, 01/12/92, 01/15/92, 01/16/92, 01/19/92; Agence FrancePresse, 01/08-11/92, 01/14- 17/92, 01/19-21/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/08-12/92, 01/14-16/92,
01/19-21/92)
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